CATHOLIC FAMILY OF SOUTH BUFFALO
ROAD TO RENEWAL DECISION SEPT. 5-6, 2026

Here’s the BACKGROUND:

Four years ago, the Road to Renewal began in our Diocese. The South
Buffalo Family of Parishes was formed in the PILOT phase. After a series of
meetings and collection of data/information, the first proposal was announced
that was to close and sell St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Martin of Tours. A major
portion of the proceeds would go to the Abuse Victim Fund settlement.

Families of Parishes were offered an option to come back with a counter-
proposal, which we did. The primary concern was that the first proposal of closing
both Abbott Road Catholic parishes would adversely affect Notre Dame Academy,
our regional school.

Our South Buffalo Family of Parishes leadership team agreed to close and
sell St. Thomas Aquinas. We submitted a counter-proposal to close St. Ambrose
because then there would be a parish church on each of the corridors of our
neighborhood: Seneca Street, Abbott Road and South Park. St. Martin merged into
Our Lady of Charity (with a decree from the bishop) a year and a half ago. So, Our
Lady of Charity presently has 3 locations.

The Diocesan Road to Renewal team then put St. Ambrose and Martin on a
one-year “watch list.” We counted attendance, carefully reported contributions
and sacramental records. Figures were submitted this past January.

Earlier this year, a Finance Sub-Committee was created for yet another
process of evaluation. It consisted of a Road to Renewal staff member, the Finance
Council Chairpersons from all four South Buffalo Parishes and one lay parishioner
from Ambrose and Martin’s. They met four times. (For your information, the
pastor, deacons, Business Manager, Trustees and Bookkeepers were NOT on that
committee.)

Here/s the DECISION OF THE BISHOP:

Finally, just days ago | (or Fr. Bill) was called to a meeting at the Catholic
Center, and a decision was given. Our Lady of Charity’s worship site at St. Martin
will remain open, and the St. Ambrose site will no longer be used as a parish



worship site. The Central Office for the Family remains on Okell Street. Use of the
present church space will be included in the lease of space we have with Notre
Dame Academy.

HERE’S WHAT’S NEXT:

The final Mass at St. Ambrose will be celebrated Sunday, November 1 at the 9:30
liturgy. Fr. Bryan Zelieneski has been invited and has agreed to be present. Msgr.
Lee was visited Friday afternoon and informed as a beloved Pastor Emeritus.

We will add an 8:00 AM Sunday morning Mass at Holy Family starting
November 8. Weekday Masses, currently at St. Ambrose on Wednesday and
Friday morning at 8:30, will also move to the Holy Family worship site.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, this process has taken a toll on us all of us
these last few years. Let us continue to pray for and with one another. Our Lord
Jesus will guide us forward. We need to implore His grace to heal us as these kinds
of decisions hurt. The worship sites involved in this particular chapter are both
now under the title of “Our Lady of Charity.” As we ask the holy patrons St.
Ambrose and St. Martin of Tours to intercede, let us now prayer together:

Hail Mary.......
Peace,

Fr. Bill



